CHAPTER III

ENTRANCE INTO COURT-LIFE AND KMNANHY

SIDNEY'S prospects as a courtier wore excellent. His
powerful uncle Leicester, now at the height of royal
favour, displayed marked partiality for the handsome
youth, who was not unnaturally regarded l>y the world
as his presumptive heir. In July 1575 Philip nharcd
those famous festivities with which the earl entertained
Elizabeth at Kenilworth; and when the (lourt renamed
its progress, he attended her Majesty to (-hartley OaHtlo.
This was the seat of the Earl of Essex, who wan then in
Ireland. The countess, in his absence, received her
royal guest; and here Sidney, for the first time, mot
the girl with whom his fortunes and hm fame were
destined to be blended. Lady Penelope Dovoroux,
illustrious in English literature as Sir Philip Sidnoy'n
Stella, was now in her thirteenth year ; and it in not
likely that at this time she made any strong impresnion
on his fancy, Yet we find that aoon after the return
of Essex from Ireland in the autumn of 1575, ho had
become intimate with the earl's family. At Durham
House, their London residence, he panned long hours
during the following winter; and when KHHOJC went
again to Ireland as Earl-Mamhul in July lf)7(J, Philipourse on politics and literature, courtly
